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Ambrose Council — Number 8403 — Knights of Columbus — December 2007 

�
Grand Knight’s Midyear Report 
 

 
 

Brothers: 
 

We started out the year with the installation & 
dinner with 45 attendees for this event and 
good food.  The installation dinner is a good 
way for the Brothers and their families to 
enjoy an evening together. 
 
In October we had our annual Fall spaghetti 
dinner.  This event  started out slow then 
really picked up and we had over 95 parish 
members and friends join us for a great 
dinner.  Again, thanks to Brothers Dale 
Welter, Terry Hines and Mike McCann for 
their all day support. 
 
Also, in October was our Family Fun Night 
with bingo and poker.  This event did not 
have a large attendance due to the teachers 
in service day and the school’s day off.  
However, a good time was had by all �  
thanks to Brother Fitzgerald for his great 
bingo calling.   

 
This year’s “Keep Christ in Christmas” was 
another success thanks to Brother Richard 
Helmick who took over the job this year for 
Brother Brian Frank.  We raised over $1000 
for Christ House.   I want to thank all the 
Brothers who helped out with the Saturday 
and Sunday sales, especially Brother Terry 
Hines. 
 
The Advent Wreath and pancake breakfast 
was another great success.  We had a steady 
and strong attendance over the two Masses.  
Due to the overwhelming turnout, we had to 
make several trips to the store, for we ran out 
of just about everything except Christmas 
music.  We are also expecting a very large 
turnout for Breakfast with Santa. 
 
This year we are going to have the Car Raffle 
again.  I am especially grateful to Past Grand 
Night Terry Hines who has volunteered to 
chair the event.  This is our major charity fund 
raising event for the year, and I ask all 
Brothers to help any way they can. 
 
In February the Knights will sponsor a skiing 
trip in part with Saint Ambrose Youth Group.  
The first time we sponsored this event we had 
over 25 students who attended and a very 
good day of skiing. 
 
In closing I would also like to thank Brother 
Bob Elder for all his work on this newsletter.  I 
have the easy part �  just write about the year 
and Bob puts this all together. 
 
As we get ready for the second half of our 
fraternal year, I ask for your continued 
support and thank you all for your past help.  
May you have a Blessed, Healthy and Merry 
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Christmas and all the best to you and yours 
this New Year. 
 
Mark Stofko, Grand Knight,  PGK  
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PGK Terry Hines with Christmas cards 
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Council Officers 
 

Grand Knight �   Mark Stofko 
Deputy Grand Knight �   Bob Elder PGK 
Chancellor �   Peter Rynkiewicz 
Advocate �   Larry Holmes PGK 
Recorder �   Tom Sonnen  
Warden �    Mike McCann 
Outside Guard �   Bill Howard 
Inside Guard �   Dick Helmick PGK 
Treasurer �   Jim Beirne 
Trustee 3 year �   Terry Hines PGK 
Financial Secretary �   Bob Hansen PGK 
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Support for Vocations 
 

The Council recently sent checks to three 
seminarians nominated by the Office of 
Vocations of our diocese.  We received the 
following letter of thanks from the Director: 
 

Thank you for the three checks for $500.00 each that 
Ambrose Knights of Columbus Council #8403 gave 
for the support of seminarians Edward Bresnahan, 
Jason Burchell, and Matthew DeForrest, who are 
studying for the Diocese of Arlington. 
 
The Knights of Columbus have been very generous 
over the past years and we greatly appreciate your 
generosity.  The work of the Knights will bear fruit for 
generations to come. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
/s/ Reverend Brian G. Bashista 
 

We have also received letters of thanks from 
Matthew DeForrest and Jason Burchell.  
Brother Burchell wrote in part: 
 

Vivat Jesus!  The Lord has blessed my life in many 
ways over the past few months while I have been 
adjusting to seminary life here in Emmitsburg, MD… 
Your generous support and prayers have been one 
of these blessings.  The Knights have a unique way 
that shines the love of God onto the people of our 
community, and I trust you each express this love 
well.  I have been blessed to be a part of this 
organization myself as a member of the Third 
Degree, and am looking forward to many more good 
memories with councils in the diocese, working in the 
community, raising money for various parish needs 
and celebrations, feeding the poor, educating the 
youth, and praying together as a community for each 
other, our families and our country, and especially 
one day, God willing, as His priest. 
 
Thank you again for the financial support, and your 
prayers.  It will help immensely in my continuing 
discernment, study, and growth.  Love and prayers 
for each of you. 
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Request for Email Addresses 
 

Anyone not receiving Council email notices is 
requested to send their email address to PGK 
Norb Kaus at hmsi@erols.com  Using email 
reduces Council postage costs. 
 

��������  
 

Wheelchairs for Afghanistan 
 

We received a request earlier this year from 
the Missionaries of Charity in Kabul, 
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Afghanistan, for wheelchairs.  Brother Tom 
Sonnen obtained a donation of 10 from the 
Wheelchair Foundation, and Ambrose Council 
paid the shipping costs. 
 
The wheelchairs arrived in Afghanistan by 
August.  Shown below is a picture of Col. 
Tom Kelly delivering one to the Missionaries 
of Charity for their orphanage. 
 

 
 

Thank You for your help in getting this 
mission completed! 
Tom 
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Remember in Prayer 
 

·  Adele T. Giuliani, deceased, mother-in-law 
of Brother Joe Schiavone 

 

·  Jerry DeMartino, deceased, brother-in-law 
of Rev. Dominic Irace, our Chaplain 

 

·  Rev. Stanley Slivonik, deceased, former 
priest in residence at St. Ambrose and 
Fairfax Hospital Chaplain 

 

·  Meredith Ann Sonnen, born October 15, 
daughter of Brother Tom and Marilee 
Sonnen 

 

·  Brother Edward Haugh 
 
·  Our priests and seminarians, especially 

Edward Bresnahan, Jason Burchell, and 
Matthew DeForrest 
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Knight’s Insurance – Product 
Descriptions  
 
Whole life insurance calls for premiums to be 
paid for your entire life, or to age 100.  You 
may want to consider a permanent life 
insurance product – one with guaranteed 
cash values – that offers a limited period of 
premium payments.  The Knights of 
Columbus  offers three permanent life 
insurance products for which premiums do 
not have to be paid for all of life. 
 
“Twenty Pay Life” is exactly as the name 
suggests – a permanent plan with premiums 
payable for only 20 years.  After the 
premiums are paid for the 20 years, the plan 
is “paid up” and no more premiums are due.  
Unlike its term counterpart, however, the plan 
stays in force, the death benefit remains intact 
and the guaranteed cash value continues to 
grow. 
 
Another such plan is our “Life Paid Up at 65.”  
You buy this permanent product and you only 
pay premiums to age 65.  Then, premiums 
stop (just in time for retirement), but the plan 
remains very much in force. 
 
Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our 
Single Premium Life product.  Imagine buying 
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life insurance – permanent life insurance – 
and only paying one single premium?  It’s 
possible. 
 
I have detailed information on all of these 
products.  At your convenience, I’ll meet with 
you and your spouse to perform a free, 
custom-tailored needs analysis, to help 

determine which of our many life insurance 
products is right for you and your family. 
 

Jerry Bergfeld, Field Agent 
Knights of Columbus 
703-404-2453 (O); 703-304-7745 (C) 
Jerry.Bergfeld@KofC.org 
WEB Site: WWW.KofCinsurance-nva.org 
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More Knights in Action 
 

 
Some attendees at Vietnam Dream for Success Gala 

 

 
Some of Santa’s Breakfast Helpers 

 

 


